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STATEMENT
To proclaim the
love of Jesus
Christ, invite others
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our faith
community,
and be a blessing
to all in word and
deed.
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For much of the country the “dog
days” of summer have already
occurred. The technical origin of
“dog days” has to do with Sirius,
the brightest star in the sky, and
the time of the year when it is
closest to earth. Technically, for
much of the northern hemisphere
June – August qualifies as the “Dog
Days”, but in addition to the astronomical
explanation, it’s also the time of the year when it
is the hottest. For those of us in Arizona, it’s the
time of the year when we want to shout – “WILL
THIS HEAT EVER END?”
Many people try to slow down during the dog
days but for the leadership at American Lutheran
Church, it’s when the pace slows down and we
can do some serious planning. Currently we are
working on a week-long “Homecoming Pep Rally”
for the week of October 31 (Reformation Day!).
This will be a wonderful opportunity to bring
neighbors and friends to campus for a fun
outreach
featuring
music,
food
and
celebration.
It will also highlight the
community outreach
initiatives that we are
launching, including a
Friday Night Food
Truck party!
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(continued from cover)

The Wednesday Night Alive Gala is the anchor for
the week because it is a community favorite! The
remainder of the week will include a focus on a
Reformation Celebration that includes
 German food
 Community Outreach
 Organ Concert & Pipe Tour
with our own Dr. James Gerber
 Our first Friday Night Food Truck party
In his August Outreach article, Pastor David
touched on the challenges of being disciples in
today’s pluralistic society. Inviting friends,
stocking the Food Bank, and celebrating our rich
heritage are important elements of this call from God.
Dog Days or not ….
Pastor Paul

Important Updates
American Lutheran has been
blessed to receive two large
gifts recently. A portion of
these gifts are designated.
The Council has formed a
committee to consider potential of the undesignated portion
for a variety of uses. Updates are forthcoming.
We are saddened to report that there has been improper usage
of our facilities, including the courtyard and fountain after
business hours. These unwanted activities have forced the
Council to investigate all options thoroughly. Reluctantly we
have elected to install gates at the four entrance points to the
courtyard. The gates will remain open during office hours
and, of course, for all church activities. We appreciate your
understanding and flexibility as we protect our employees and
buildings.
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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Thanks to all of you for keeping us in your prayers.
We have been a busy group over the last few months.
Our first two meetings began with learning about the
call process, meeting our transition coach, and getting
to know one another. We spent time reacquainting
ourselves with our Mission Site Profile and our Strategic
Plan. We also reviewed potential questions that
candidates might ask. Having formulated our first
interview questions, we had a practice interview with
Pastor Gary Ulrich.
Recently we prepared for and conducted interviews
with candidates sent to us via the Grand Canyon Synod.
We have interviewed two (2) candidates so far and
unfortunately neither candidate resulted in a “call”. We
are now awaiting another candidate.
We want to reassure you that this process can be
slow and that the committee is working hard in order to
vet our new Senior Pastor. There are more positions
available at this time than there are pastors seeking a
call. Please continue to keep us in your prayers as our
work continues.
Prayerfully,
ALC Call Committee
Linda Shirck and Terri Polk, Co-Chairs
Charles Allis, Brian Cooper-Keeble, Dick Jorgenson
Jack Leyse, Marty Livingston, and Ann Skidmore
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Operation Christmas Child
Now is the time to buy flip flops, beach balls, and school supplies
for the Operation Christmas Child boxes. We will be distributing
the red and green shoe boxes beginning September 25 during
God's Work Our Hands for you to take home and fill. The
need is so great in our world to share the love of God, and you
can be part of that by filling a box! Think small for a BIG impact:
toys and stuffed animals, coloring book & crayons, toothbrush &
toothpaste, small inflatable balls, socks or other age appropriate
pieces of clothing, pencils and sharpeners, as well as pens and
paper are some great ideas!

This favorite of the ALC members and the wider Sun Cities area will soon
kick off the 2022--2023 season with a gala on November 2nd! The Many
Sounds of Nine Southwest will be featured that afternoon at 4:00 pm and
Suzan Hanson, Opera & Broadway Soprano, at 6:00 pm. The full

brochure is available in the church office or on our website at
www.alcsuncity.org. Each week the programs will begin at 4:00 pm and
6:00 pm with the meal at 5:00 pm, by advance reservation.

September 11th
3:00 pm at ALC

Holiday Bazaar
We are so looking forward to our annual
Women's Ministry Holiday Bazaar and
Lefse Sale on Saturday, November 19th.
We are calling on all crafters, artisans,
and woodworkers to donate items.
Anyone wishing to donate Raffle Baskets
please contact:
Jan Powell at 323-559-4688.
We are so grateful for your continued
support of our mission projects.

The ALC Women's Ministry Board
4
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Heat Safety for Mature Adults
Annette L. DeJesus, Resource Minister
Thank you for allowing me to share this article from the recently published “Live
Well Magazine” with information made available by the City of Phoenix and the
Arizona Department of Health Services.

What is Heat Illness?
Heat illness occurs when the body becomes too hot and is no
longer able to regulate its own temperature. There are several
types of heat illness-three of the most common are heat cramps,
heat exhaustion, and heat stroke.
Chronic Medical Conditions
Individuals with certain medical conditions can be more
vulnerable to heat effects. Conditions could be cardiovascular,
respiratory, diabetes, and/or obesity.
Prescription Medicines
Talk to your healthcare provider to find out what medications you
take that will interact with heat. The following medicines are
known to be affected by heat: antidepressants, diuretics, sleep
aids, Parkinson’s drugs, and high blood pressure medicines.

Each year the ELCA designates a day to encourage church
members to serve their neighbors through completing
service projects.

How to Protect Yourself
• When possible, use indoor facilities.
• Plan outdoor activities for the coolest times of the day.
• Limit or reduce duration of outdoor activity. Take frequent
breaks!
• Provide drinking water, before, during, and after your activity.
Drink more water than usual.
• Avoid drinks with sugar,
alcohol, and caffeine.
• Pace your physical activity.
• Plan for cool down recovery
time in the shade, if possible,
following outdoor activity.
• Wear light colored clothing,
wide-brimmed hats.

American Lutheran Church will participate in this national
mission project, God’s Work Our Hands, on Sunday,
September 25. It will take place in the Fellowship Hall after
the 9:30 service. This is a great opportunity to celebrate our
identity as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:
one church, free in Christ to love our neighbors.
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There will be five different service opportunities offered so
that we may live out our mission to be a blessing to all in
word and deed.

The invitation to participate is open to all!

GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
We are looking for people who love to read and discuss books, and
everyone is welcome! Meetings
are the 2nd Monday of each
month at 10:30 a.m. Our books for
Fall 2022 are:

Donor

Gift or Memorial

Judith A. Morrison
Thomas and Donald Read
Erwin and Arlene Johnson

October 10th
"Peace Like a River" by Leif Enger
November 14th
"Gilead" by Marilynne Robinson
December 12
"Five Presidents" by Clint Hill

Judy A. Jensen

in Memory of Marv Albers

Paul and Paula Schultz

Debt Reduction in Memory of
Wanda Pottenger

V.M. Anderson

In Memory of Wanda Pottenger

Judith A. Morrison
Constance L. Carey

Please feel free to contact me if
you have any questions.
Eleanor Dickinson

Glen Schulz
Paul Carlson

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
ALC Financial Position for 2022

Judith A. Morrison
Constance L. Carey
D.A. and J.M. Andreson

Financials July 2022

Judith A. Morrison

July 2022
Regular Giving

Actual
$64,687.00

Budget
$95,094.00

Better (Worse)
$(30,407.00)

Operational Expense
YTD 2022

$76,963.00
Actual

$87,111.00
Budget

$10,148.00
Better (Worse)

Regular Giving

$534,970.00

$665,659.00

$(130,689.00)

$612,411.00 $624,960.00
Debt Reduction
$23,065.00

$12,549.00

Operational Expense
Paid In
Paid YTD

$ 141,172.00
6

Balance Due

$1,951,578.00

Debt Reduction in Memory of
Percy R. Morrison
Women’s Ministry,
The Quilters
Music Fund (Choir) Memory of
Wanda Pottenger

Debt Reduction in Memory of
Rev. Kenneth Truckenbrod
Music Fund
Debt Reduction In Memory of
Wanda Pottenger
Music fund in Memory of
Mary Lou Carlson
Debt Reduction in Memory of
John Holland
Stephen Ministry
Debt Reduction in Memory of
Rev. Kenneth Truckenbrod
Debt Reduction In Memory of
Don Anderson

Our apologies to Marie Pearson
Marie was mistakenly listed as a
centenarian in the August Outreach:
we are pleased to say that Marie is
actually younger, and her age in the
ALC database has been corrected to
her “real” age. Marie, please accept
our apologies, and we look forward
to celebrating your 100th some day!
15

Grand Canyon Synod Growing in Faith:

September 2022
Directory Changes

The Diakonia Program
Fall 2022
Enrollment in Progress!
Diakonia is a call to discipleship! After 40+ years, the Diakonia
program has been re-imagined, taking the best of the current program,
adding new elements and more flexibility.
When Jesus told his disciples, 'Come, follow me,' (Mathew 4:19 NIV),
it was an invitation to life-long discipleship: learning, listening, and
sharing. The definition of disciple means follower or student.
Growing in Faith: Foundation Year - Six 5-week classes
(for new students starting Sept 2022)

CENTENARIANS
Florence Johnson (102)

MOVED OUT OF AREA PERMANENTLY
Gene & Sophie Milleville
709 Hoffmeister Dr.
Altamont, IL 62411

This first year of study will provide a strong foundation and will be
offered each year with in-person classes in various locations in the
Grand Canyon Synod in order to establish the community that has
been so important to this program. Zoom options should also be
offered for those either not close enough or with physical limitations
which prevent attending in person.
1. Christianity in a Lutheran Key
2. Intro First Testament/Hebrew
Scriptures
3. Intro New Testament
4. Lutheran Creeds and
Confessions
5. Living as a Christian in the
World
6. Worship Matters
For more information visit our website at https://
www.diakonia.education or email admin@diakonia.education
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American Lutheran welcomes you to
celebrate a special occasion or remember
loved ones by providing flowers on a
particular weekend for worship. The
contracted florist delivers two bouquets
each week that enrich our beautiful
sanctuary as we gather to praise God
together. Contact the church office for
more information or to sign up. Many
September and October dates are still
available.
08/21/22

Bob & Gail
Bouldin

08/28/22

Tom Read

09/04/22

Woody & Marge
Eklund

09/11/22
09/11/22
10/02/22
10/09/22

Richard & Judy
Jorgenson
David & Sharon
Hopewell
Woody & Kathy
Skelding
Harold Peterson

In memory of our parents
Jim & Anna Bouldin
Dick & Rosemary Wightman
In celebration of my mom’s August
29 birthday
In celebration of our 75th
anniversary of meeting on the
school bus
In celebration of our
17th wedding anniversary
In celebration of our
67th wedding anniversary
In celebration of our
56th wedding anniversary
In memory of
Margene Peterson

Christo Handbell Choir
Christo Handbell Choir will resume weekly
rehearsals on Tuesday, September 13th at
3:30 pm. If you are interested in joining our
choir please contact Director George Zoske
at (623)210-8343.
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STAFF DIRECTORY

Rev. Paul Campbell

Interim Senior Pastor
p.campbell@alcsuncity.org
Interim Associate Pastor
d.sivecz@alcsuncity.org

Rev. David Sivecz

MUSIC MINISTRY
Dr. James Gerber

Organist/Worship Coordinator
j.gerber@alcsuncity.org
Choir Director
j.macdonald@alcsuncity.org
Director of Christo Bells
gzoske@mac.com

Janet MacDonald
George Zoske

STAFF
Toni Molck

Ministry Operations Coordinator
t.molck@alcsuncity.org
Accounting Coordinator
r.helton@alcsuncity.org
Communications/Admin. Asst
m.crowson@alcsuncity.org
Resource Minister
a.dejesus@alcsuncity.org
Office Assistant
s.mcglynn@alcsuncity.org
Property/Grounds
d.tigges@alcsuncity.org
Property/Grounds
garyburt0124@gmail.com
Sound
t8rolfe3@earthlink.net

Ron Helton
Mary Uible Crowson
Annette DeJesus
Sherry McGlynn
Dave Tigges
Gary Burt
Rolfe Blaess
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West Valley Lutheran Thrift Shop
10615 West Peoria Ave, Sun City
www.lutheranthrift.com
623-815-7061

THANK YOU!!
WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
To those who continue to bring items to donate to our
operation.
We accept donations on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the red door
behind the building. We also pick up large furniture. Please
call the shop to make arrangements.
To our dedicated volunteers who continue to receive, process,
and prepare materials for the floor and to serve as cashiers,
truck drivers, and day managers. They all work incredibly
hard to make our work possible.
To our customers who complete the circle.

God’s Work
Our Hands Hymn
Please be inspired by the poetry of this
brand new hymn text especially
written for use the last weekend of
September. We will sing it to the
familiar and jubilant tune of “Earth
and All Stars”.
God's work, our hands: working together, building a future, repairing the world,
raising up homes, planting new gardens, feeding the hungry, and shelt'ring the cold.
Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, sharing the good news of your Gospel.
God's work, our feet: trav'ling together, following Jesus to places unknown,
walking as friends, marching for freedom, running the race with God's future the goal.
Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, sharing the good news of your Gospel.
God's work, our voice: singing together, praising, proclaiming to all who will hear,
praying for peace, shouting for justice, claiming God's love for the lost and the least.
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, sharing the good news of your Gospel.

Hours of Operation
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
Saturday
9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m.
(starting September 7)

God is at work in and around us: seedlings are sprouting, and bread's on the rise!
Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in God's love.
Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, sharing the good news of your Gospel.

Text by Wayne L. Wold

ALWAYS looking for volunteers
We’d love to have you join our community of volunteers and
could use your help. We need cashiers (especially on
Saturdays); truck drivers and movers; processing and repair
people for watches/clocks, sewing machines, and cameras;
processors for linens and rugs; and item researchers. Call and
let us know of your area of interest.

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Permission is granted to reproduce this composition for local,
non-sale use in synods, congregations and other ministries of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Other uses
prohibited without securing permission or reporting usage
under a valid copyright license.

Blessings and Peace,
Janet MacDonald

Mark Your Calendar
Rehearsals resume 9/15 2:30-4:30 pm
Thursdays in the Choir room
All singers are welcome!

WVLTS on Facebook westvalleylutheranthriftshop
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