
American Lutheran Church of Sun City 
  
First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34                               Reformation Sunday 
Second Lesson: Romans 3:19-28      October 30, 2022 
Psalm 46 
Gospel Lesson: Luke 19:1-10 
 

“Getting a Better Look” 
Sermon by Pastor David Sivecz 

 

1 
 

 Zacchaeus was a wee little man  
And a wee little man was he 

He climbed up in a sycamore tree 
For the Lord he wanted to see 

 
And when the Savior passed that way 

He looked up in the tree 
And said, 'Zacchaeus, you come down! 

For I'm going to your house today 
For I'm going to your house today!' 

 
Zacchaeus was a wee little man 

But a happy man was he 
For he had seen the Lord that day 

And a happy man was he. 
And a very happy man was he. 

 
 When I heard that song, it got stuck in my head for the rest of the week.  Zacchaeus was a short, 
wee little man.  He was so little that he couldn’t see over anyone.  He wasn’t 6’3 like me or had an 
average height of 5’10.  He could’ve been 5’3 or shorter.  Maybe he was a dwarf or little person.  But 
he was so small that when Jesus came to Jericho and the crowds gathered around him, Zaccheaus 
couldn’t see over them. 
 As the song went, to get a better look at Jesus, “He climbed up in a sycamore tree, for the Lord 
he wanted to see.”  Sycamore trees aren’t like the trees we see around the Phoenix area.  Most of the 
trees on the church property aren’t that tall.  The trees around here are so short that a person could 
see straight across the valley.  On the other hand, sycamore trees are enormous, and sometimes they 
can reach ten feet across. 
 Zacchaeus was so interested in Jesus that he was willing to climb a tall tree to get a better look 
at him.  He wanted to know about this poor man from Nazareth whose reputation had spread.  But, 
Zacchaeus was so desperate to get a glimpse of Jesus that he was not only willing to physically put 
himself at risk but also jeopardize his standing in society.  Whether in our society, the church, or in 
biblical times, it was unacceptable for a man to climb a tree.  Perhaps it’s alright for a kid, but not a 
man, especially a man of the state.  But Zacchaeus had to see Jesus. 
 As Jesus continued moving through the crowds, he came to the tree where Zacchaeus was.  I 
don’t know if he immediately noticed Zacchaeus.  But I could picture Jesus walking along and then 
catching something out of the 
corner of his eye.  Jesus probably looked up and saw this short man sitting on a branch.  Then what 
did Jesus say, “Hurry and come down!  
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 That’s the intriguing part of Jesus ’encounter with Zacchaeus.  Both of them could’ve continued 
to do what they’ve always done.  Jesus could’ve easily kept his head down and continued on his way.  
Zacchaeus could’ve jumped up and down for a minute, got tired, and walked away.  Instead, Zacchaeus 
took a risk to get a better look at Jesus by climbing up a tree.  But more importantly, Jesus got a better 
look at Zacchaeus by raising his head.  Both of them got a better look at one another when they were 
able to change their viewpoint.   
 Think about that for a second when it comes to our own lives.  How often do we get so focused 
on what we’re doing and where we are going that we don’t see anything else?  How often do we get 
tunnel vision, move on autopilot, do what we’ve always done, and miss out on something better?  How 
often do we take time to look up or to the side to see what or who else is around us? 
 It’s so fitting that today we hear about how Jesus and Zacchaeus got a better look at each other 
by changing their viewpoint.  Because on this Reformation Sunday, 505 years ago, Martin Luther got a 
better look at God than he had previously learned and experienced. 
 As a little refresher, Martin Luther - who the Lutheran Church was named after, much to his 
chagrin - was born in 1483 to a traditional German middle-class family.  Although his parents were 
strict, they wanted a better life than being a miner like his father.  So, they sent him to boarding school 
and then to the University of Erfurt. 
 As a student, Luther excelled.  After receiving a bachelor’s and master’s degree, he went to law 
school.  About a month into his studies, Luther got caught in a violent thunderstorm when he had 
returned to school after visiting his parents.  Luther became deeply afraid when a lightning bolt struck 
near him and threw him violently to the ground.  Luther cried: “Help me, St. Anne!  I will become a 
monk!”  
 Luther’s life was spared, and – much to his father’s displeasure – Luther entered the monastery 
two weeks later to begin a new life as an Augustinian monk.  As a monk, Luther sought earnestly to 
find acceptance from God.  Like others in his day, he believed a person had to earn salvation through 
good works.  So, he was constantly afraid of God’s wrath and uncertain about his future. 
 As Luther once said, “When I was a monk, I wearied myself greatly for almost fifteen years with 
the daily sacrifice, tortured myself with fasting, vigils, prayers, and other rigorous works.  I earnestly 
thought to acquire righteousness by my works.” 
 He believed Christ wasn’t a loving Savior but looked at him as a harsh and terrible judge.  He 
spent hours confessing his sins.  He would often return because he believed he had an unconfessed 
sin or wasn’t sorrowful enough. 
 Finally, his confessor Johann Von Staupitz, thought Luther was dwelling too much on himself.  
So, he told Luther that he should begin preaching and assume the chair of theology at the University 
of Wittenberg.  As he began to lecture to university students on the Scriptures, he came across these 
words from Romans, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.” 
 This verse changed how Martin Luther looked at God.  “The just shall live by faith.”  Because of 
Christ’s death and resurrection, all humanity was made right with God.  By placing one’s faith in what 
Christ has done, we are free to go and love others without fear, judgment, or condemnation. 
 By getting a better look at God, Luther questioned what the Roman Catholic Church taught.  
Then on October 31, 1517, in the university fashion of the day, he nailed 95 theses or arguments to the 
church door of Wittenberg.  This act was like writing a post on social media today.  It meant Luther 
wanted to debate this issue.  As soon as his theses were published, they spread throughout Germany. 
 When the head of the Catholic Church or the pope heard about Luther’s these, he tried to 
condemn him.  But that only embolden Luther to push the Gospel forward and reform the church.  Soon 
more people agreed with Luther and began to follow him in spreading the message of God’s grace or 
unconditional love and favor.  Then, as they say, “The rest is history.” 
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 Because Martin Luther got a better look at God, his life and our lives are forever changed.  Luther 
was far from a perfect person, especially in his later years.  By getting a better look at Jesus Christ, he 
saw God not as a vengeful, angry, and judgmental God but as a loving, grace-filled, and forgiving God.  
That’s what it means to be a Christian who is Lutheran.  It’s not about being Norwegian, Swedish, 
German, American, or any other culture.  It’s not about the hymns we sing, the way we worship, or what 
we wear.  
  Whether we are Lutheran, Catholic, Episcopalian, non-denominational, or anything else, each 
Christian looks at God, the Scriptures, and the world from a specific viewpoint.  But we, as Lutherans, 
look at God and the world differently because we know Jesus first looks at us differently.  We collectively 
look at God and, thus, the world through a grace-filled lens.  It’s the reason I wanted to be a pastor in 
the Lutheran Church and part of the Lutheran “tribe”.  It’s the reason I try my best each day to be less 
of a jerk than the day before.  It’s the reason I want the church to be better today than yesterday. 
 Jesus looks at us, at you and me, and the rest of the world with grace, love, and mercy.  Jesus 
looked at Zacchaeus and saw a lonely person who needed to be noticed, loved, and restored.  That’s 
very different than how the crowds looked at him. 
 The crowds believed he was a tax collector or a sinner who defrauded and stole from many 
people.  Because he chose wealth over others, he should’ve been isolated.  Zacchaeus didn’t deserve 
the time of day from anyone, especially from a rabbi.  But Jesus didn’t care how crowds looked at him.  
He didn’t care about punishing a sinner and rewarding the righteous.  The only way Jesus looked at 
this lost and lonely man was as a child of God.  Because he looked at Zaccheaus this way, it changed 
him by giving to the poor and repaying those whom he defrauded. 
 It’s the same way Trinity Church was changed once upon a time when they randomly 
encountered a man who visited them.  No one knew where he came from or anything about him.  It 
started when he parked his car and started toward the front entrance.  Soon, another car pulled up 
nearby, and the irritated driver said, “I always park there.  You took my place!” 
 The man went inside and discovered that Sunday School was about to begin.  So, he looked for 
the adult class, went inside, and sat down.  A class member approached him and said, “That’s my seat!  
You took my place!” The man visiting was somewhat distressed by this rude welcome but said nothing 
and moved. 
 After Sunday School, the man visiting went into the sanctuary and sat down in an empty pew.  
Within moments another member walked up to him and said, “That’s where I always sit.  You took my 
place!” The man was troubled but said nothing and moved to another seat. 
 Later, during congregation prayers, a worship assistant said, “Almighty God, send Jesus into our 
church so we may reflect your grace.  Help us to look for others who need your love.” 
 Suddenly, the man visiting stood up and walked towards the altar.  Quickly, his appearance 
began to change, and he became bright.  The congregation looked at his hands and saw scars on them 
as well as his scarred 
sandaled feet.  Someone from the congregation cried out, “What happened to you?” The man visiting 
simply replied, “I took your place.” 
 So, this Reformation weekend, know Jesus looks, sees, and loves you.  Period.  There’s nothing 
that can change that!  But he loves you too much to let you and those around you stay the same.  Jesus 
is trying to push us to look, see, and love others.  We can do this week, during the “Homecoming.” 
 Take a break from your daily routines and come here to look, see, and meet new people - people 
who are looking, want to be seen, and need to be loved.  This is a perfect opportunity to meet people 
who are new to the area or who haven’t been back to ALC since the beginning of the pandemic.  Come 
one day or better yet come every day. 
 Be a Lutheran this week by putting on your “grace-filled” lens.  Be a Lutheran who gets a better 
look at others.  Be a Lutheran who takes a break from the routines to meet someone new.  And it 
doesn’t take climbing up a sycamore tree to get a better look at the world God so loves. 
          - Amen 


