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A few years ago, I went to Seattle, Washington,
for some training. Specifically, I attended a mission
developers and redevelopers conference organized by the
ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America). The
people who went there were either learning how to start or
restart churches. I was part of the redevelopers group and
discovered many insights into how others turned around
their congregations.
As part of this conference, my group of
redevelopers had an opportunity to visit a former
redevelopment Lutheran church in downtown Seattle.
Unlike many churches in the inner city, this congregation
was in a high-rise building. When I walked in, it looked
MISSION
like any other church. The sanctuary, offices, classrooms,
and fellowship hall were on the first floor. However, the
STATEMENT
other six stories were designated for low-income housing.
To proclaim the
It’s how they wanted to make an impact on the community.
love of Jesus
This church was vastly different from how it began
Christ, invite others
over a hundred years ago. The pastor told us that this
to participate in
congregation was started in the early 1900s by a group of
our faith
Swedish immigrants. On the first Sunday, they met in the
community,
field, and within two weeks, they built a chapel.
and be a blessing
That’s how many churches, especially Lutheran
to all in word and
churches,
first started in the United States; immigrants
deed.
from Sweden, Norway, and Germany settled and brought
their faith with them. The church was the center of their
ALC ONLINE
lives, a place of community, and helped them adapt to their
News
new environment. For the next fifty years, that’s how
Livestream
these types of churches grew.
& More!
However, around the mid-century the flow of
www.alcsuncity.org
immigration from those countries began to decrease. Still,
Facebook
the church continued to grow rapidly because of the baby
@AmericanLutheran
boom.
Continued on page 6
ChurchofSunCity
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THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
ALC Financial position for the month of June, 2022
June 2022

ACTUAL

BETTER/
(WORSE)

BUDGET

Regular Giving

$ 55,449

$ 95,094

$

(39,645)

Operational
Expense

$ 92,899

$ 87,112

$

(5,787)

ACTUAL

BUDGET

Regular Giving

$ 470,283

$570,565

$

(100,282)

Operational Expense

$ 535,442

$537,849

$

2,407

YTD 2022

BETTER/
(WORSE)

DEBT REDUCTION
Paid In

$ 2,400

Paid YTD

$118,107

Balance
Due

$1,992,661.22

UKRAINE
$ 20.00

Donations from Church services
Match from Gifts & Memorials Committee

Total to Send to World Lutheran Relief

$ 20.00
$ 40.00

If you wish to donate to the Navajo Mission
or the people of the Ukraine:
NAVAJO LUTHERAN MISSION
LUTHERAN WORLD MISSION

www.nelm.org/donate
www.donate.lwr.org.give

Submission deadline for Communications
Outreach Newsletter
15th for the following month
What’s Happening @ ALC
Monday of each week
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How to Live with Someone
You Can’t Live Without
This is the title of a book and lecture recently recommended to me by someone who lost a spouse in recent months. At age 84, Dr. Natasha Josefowitz
lost her husband and lifelong companion but went on to research how older
people grieve. There is a YouTube recording she made at age 88 and she is
still vibrant, energetic but grieving.) She reminds us that older adults grieve
differently than younger people -- they often experience secondary losses
such as loneliness because their adult children have their own lives; isolation
from friends and activities specifically for couples ; health and safety issues
of living alone, to name a few of her observations.
If this strikes a chord with you, consider joining our “Grief Journey” support
group where we help each other navigate through grief and loss. Remember
that there is NO time limit on grieving. We have attendees who lost their
loved one 2 months ago, 2 years or 5+ years ago. New members and returning members are all welcome!
Grief Journey will resume on Tuesday, August 2. We meet every Tuesday,
1:30-3:00 in the Lounge. Call me if you’d like to talk about whether this group
is for you. Or simply come!
Linda Shirck

THE GOOD BOOK GROUP
The first Good Book Group meeting will be
Monday, October 10th. Eleanor Dickinson
will lead the discussion on "Peace Like A
River" by Leif Enger. This is a wonderful story
about family, love and faith standing up
to enemies and tragedy.

We are hoping to get a list of books
listed within the next month for the rest of
the year so that readers will have time to
obtain and read the books. Please feel free
to contact me if you have any questions:
billandeleanor@gmail.com or 623-972-2689.
Eleanor Dickinson
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Memorial Receptions

When the need arises, we are honored to provide grieving families with
a reception following the Memorial Service. Volunteers are needed for
this ministry to serve on a rotation: Working 2-3 hours to provide
coffee, tea and lemonade, food and clean-up to the bereaved family and
friends. The family can work with caterer Jane Coughlin, or Judie
VanDevere Stage who arranges for food and ensures that there are
enough servers in place. Because our Women’s Ministry serves, it
allows the family to focus on visiting with family and friends — and
gives us the honor to be the hands and feet of Christ! If you could serve,
contact Judie at 623-337-7747 to volunteer in the rotation.

Holiday Bazaar

Our big fundraiser for our local, national and international projects is
coming in November. The Holiday Bazaar and Lefse Sale will take place
November 19, 2022, in the ALC Fellowship Hall. We encourage all
crafters to make items! Raffle Baskets are also needed. Watch for more
details next month!
Thank you for your continued support of our Women's Ministry.

The ALC Women's Ministry Board

Ways to help others. . .






Donate non-perishable food to the West Valley Food Bank
Donate diapers for Alleluia Lutheran’s Diaper Ministry
Donate white sheets for the Bandage Ministry
Collect items for Operation Christmas Child boxes.
Save an actual shoe box and then...Think small for a
BIG impact: toys and stuffed animals, coloring book &
crayons, toothbrush & toothpaste, small inflatable balls,
socks or other age appropriate pieces of clothing, pencils and
sharpener, pens and paper are some great ideas!
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WEST VALLEY COMMUNITY
FOOD PANTRY
A little history about the origin of the
Food Pantry: Wally and Lavonne
Klandred started a food pantry at a
Lutheran Church on 75th and Camelback. This church and food pantry
were closed by the Synod. The pantry began again in 1991 and in 2005,
they moved to St. John's Lutheran Church. Wally became the
treasurer, a position he held for twenty years. Lavonne organized the
operations. Wally has continued to contribute to the food pantry all
these years. Six years ago, the name was changed as we made
application for 501c3 non-profit status to West Valley Community Food
Pantry. The pantry is small but feeds many and is located at St. John’s
in Glendale, accessible by city bus for those without
transportation. Thanks to our members for generously contributing
both food and money! Thanks especially to you, Wally, for your
dedicated service!
Judie V. and Larry Stage

Mark your
calendars!
September 25
Following
9:30 Worship
Several
Mission
Opportunities
Available
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(Continued from cover)

The children of these immigrants had
children, and the expectation was that
they became part of the church. Communities like the one in Seattle were still predominately made up of people
from Swedish, Norwegian, or German backgrounds.
Because of people’s cultural background, the expectation was that the
Christian faith remained part of their lives. Even in the latter half of the century, those expectations still existed. Many churches started because of a
“supply and demand” mentality. A church was needed, so people formed one.
That's how American Lutheran Church was created in the mid-1970s.
My previous church was no different. In 1987 land was purchased,
and the founding pastor put up a sign that said, “Lutheran Church Coming
Soon.” Then he went “door knocking” to tell people about the church and invite them to worship. Because the community was full of children or grandchildren of Swedish and Norwegian immigrants, that church was welcomed.
Then around the turn of the century, people stopped immigrating in
masses from Sweden, Norway, and Germany, and the baby boom slowed
down. The families of those first immigrants are now in their third or fourth
generation. They are that much more removed from when those churches first
started. That’s just how the church has changed from the inside.
From the outside, society has evolved into being more pluralistic, culturally, religiously, racially, and so much more. People were and are immigrating from other places such as Central America, Asia, and the Middle East.
That meant communities that were once “only German Lutheran” now have
people from all over the world like Muslims from Afghanistan and Hindu’s
from India as well as those who have no religion. To expect a community to
shut down on Sunday morning so everyone can go to church isn’t realistic.
Not only do we live in a more pluralistic society but also with the advent of the internet, the emphasis on human rights, and so many other activities
occupying our time, the church is no longer the only place for community, information, and even entertainment. All that means is that the church has lost
its privilege in society. It’s neither good nor bad; instead, it “just is.” Remember, those first churches in the Bible didn’t have privilege in their societies.
In September’s Outreach article, Pastor Paul will share how we can be
disciples of Jesus in today’s society. For now, reflect on how church and community have shifted over the last century. What have been your experiences?
How have you benefited from it? What does this mean as we move forward as
the church? More importantly, how can this change help us refocus on the
mission of God and be more dedicated disciples of Jesus Christ?
Peace,
Pastor David
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STAFF DIRECTORY

Rev. Paul Campbell

Interim Senior Pastor
p.campbell@alcsuncity.org
Interim Associate Pastor
d.sivecz@alcsuncity.org

Rev. David Sivecz

STAFF
Toni Molck

Ministry Operations Coordinator
t.molck@alcsuncity.org
Accounting Coordinator
r.helton@alcsuncity.org
Communications/Admin. Asst
m.crowson@alcsuncity.org
Resource Minister
a.dejesus@alcsuncity.org
Office Assistant
s.mcglynn@alcsuncity.org
Property/Grounds
d.tigges@alcsuncity.org
Maintenance Assistant
garyburt0124@gmail.com
Sound
t8rolfe3@earthlink.net

Ron Helton
Mary Uible Crowson
Annette DeJesus
Sherry McGlynn
Dave Tigges
Gary Burt
Rolfe Blaess

MUSIC MINISTRY
Dr. James Gerber

Organist/Worship Coordinator
j.gerber@alcsuncity.org
Choir Director
j.macdonald@alcsuncity.org
Director of Christo Bells
gzoske@mac.com

Janet MacDonald
George Zoske
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Stanley Boertje
JoAnne Christensen
Gary Page
Joanna Rudge
Keith Erler
Rodger Fincher
Richard Jashinsky
Jerry Kohler
Susan Krueger
Pamela Miller
Donna Borden
Ron Cassidy
Florence Johnson
Nancy McCullough
Penny West
Shari Biskey
Ken Hagan
Ken Hagen
Susan Reeb
Judy Goblirsch
Nancy Olson
Phyllis Blake-Angel
Greta Harwood
Sharon Lee
Polli Sledgister
Leah Cross
Jean Mayry
Nicole Ertman
Steven Miedzybrocki
Ron Ragan
Jim Renshaw
Marge Richmond
Char Stark
Sharon Wacker
Patti Ward

1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
5
5
5
5
6
6
7
7
7
7
8
8
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9

Sherry Iverson
Dee Krenzel
Ruth Walls
Marla Horning
Catharine (Wilkins) Jones
Bob Smith
Jane Tschida Olson
Irv Aal
Bonnie Adams
Di Garvey
Ritchie Miller
Dorothy Schueler
Sherry Leraaen
Ardi Fangmann
Dave Osterhout
Mary Hugen
Edie Mattson
Marilyn Scherer
Carol Torgerson
Joe Flores
Dale Howe
Jeanne Howe
Pat Lehto
Jon Masley
Lowell Nelson
Ruth Nickoley
Bob Cook
Cara Lee Jungmeyer
Carole Harstad
Carol Skelly
Jocelyn Smith
Helen Teply
Wayne Horning
Ken Ulman
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10
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
13
15
15
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
20
21
21

Roger Binger
Al Forsythe
Judy Laur
Connie Losee
Carol Withhart
Yvonne Bender
Carol Weber
Donna Betcher
Dan Carter
Mai Iszler
David Kallenbach
Betty Leyse
Peggy Silliman
Bobbie Brekke
Phil Miller
Helen Petrell
Rich Sour

22
22
22
22
22
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
24
25
25
25
25

Duane Dahl
Jean Leonhardi
Bob Olson
Cheryl Olson
Stephany Takala
Roger Bonde
Donald Alsop
Barbara Bollman
Darlene Gatto
Keith Moon
Bev Twichell
Josie Cote
Bob Fladeland
William Lamb
Larry Olson
Arlene Freitag
Denese Elfrink
Gayle Bummer

26
26
26
26
26
27
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
30
31
31
31

West Valley Lutheran Thrift Shop
10615 West Peoria Ave, Sun City
www.lutheranthrift.com
623-815-7061

The RED DOOR Is Open
After being closed in July, the red door is again open and ready for donations.
Donations are accepted on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. We also continue to pick up furniture donations but by appointment only, so give us a call.
ALWAYS looking for volunteers
We’d love to have you join our community of volunteers and could use your
help. We need cashiers (especially on Saturdays); truck drivers and movers;
processing and repair people for watches/clocks, sewing machines, and cameras; processors for linens and rugs; and item researchers. Call and let us
know of your area of interest.

Summer Hours
Monday through Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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Directory Changes

Rosalina B. Randall (6/24/2022)

CENTENARIANS

MOVED OUT OF AREA PERMANENTLY
Dale Parker
2427 SE 19th Street
Des Moines, IA 50320

Date

Donor

Reason

7/10/2022 Missy Garcia

In Memory of my Grandson, Scooter’s, 9th Birthday

7/24/2022 Maggie Atterbury

In Thanksgiving

7/24/2022 Jack and Betty Leyse In Celebration of our 63rd Wedding Anniversary
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From Your Call Committee

Leadership is crucial for any church because a pastor must inspire the
congregation to grow and make progress. The role of a pastor is a
great one and so the responsibility that comes with it is also great. To
be able to fill the shoes of Senior Pastor and the leadership that comes
with it, we need God’s help.
Our new pastor will be the face of our church; our pastor will be
recognized as our spiritual leader. Our new pastor must embody the
church’s message and philosophy to effectively serve our congregation. Choosing correctly will require appropriate candidates who can
identify with the present and can envision the future.
In Paul’s letter to the Hebrews 13:17 he writes “Have confidence in
your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch
over you as those who must give an account.” “And I will give you
shepherds according to my heart, who will feed you knowledge and
understanding.” (Jeremiah 3:15)
Please join us in prayer:
Heavenly Father, we come to you today asking for your guidance,
wisdom and support. Bless our call committee, the Synod and all the
potential candidates, giving them the motivation to submit to a call
from our congregation. Send us a pastor who will guide us to fulfill
our church’s mission to “Proclaim, Invite and Bless.” Amen.
Chuck Alliss
Call Committee member

Date

Donor

8/7/2022 Jeanette Danielson

Reason
In Loving Memory of my husband, Bob Danielson

8/14/2022 Bob and Linda Shirck In Celebration of our 52nd Wedding Anniversary
Linda Hall and
8/14/2022 Tom Haugsby

In Celebration of our 53rd Wedding Anniversary

8/28/2022 Tom Read

In Celebration of my Mother’s birthday, August 29th
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Music and Worship
Greetings from the cabin in Northeastern Minnesota where you can step outside after
dark and marvel at the sight of more stars than you can imagine and where you truly
experience rolling thunder during a storm that rumbles so loud and long shaking the
ground underfoot. After the cleansing rain, the birds resume their songs and the skies
often sport a rainbow, sometimes even a double. As you read this, I suspect a certain
hymn comes to mind as it did for me. The hymn that will be our sending song the first
weekend of August is “How Great Thou Art.”
Vi Anderson told me how enlightening and interesting it is to know more about the
story of a hymn. The following information is from the book “Then Sings My Soul: 52
Hymns that Inspire Joyous Prayer’ by Robert J. Morgan. The premise is to study in
depth one hymn a week and to “save the great hymns of faith that have outlasted the
centuries and permeated the souls of one generation after another.”
Here are a few sentences from week 17, How Great Thou Art, p. 67 of Robert Morgan’s
book:
“Carl Boberg, a twenty-six-year -old Swedish minister, wrote a poem in 1885 that he
called “Store Gud” – “O Mighty God.” The words, literally translated to English, said:
When I the world consider, Which thou has made by Thine almighty Word,
And how the web of life Thou wisdom guideth, And all creation feedeth at Thy board.
Then doth my soul burst forth in song of praise, Oh, great God! Oh, great God!”
Mr. Morgan continues the story with information on the modifications and expansion of
verses by English missionary Stuart Hine as well as the journey of the hymn from Russia’s Carpathian Mountains (where Hine was inspired to write the
verses as we now sing), to India where Dr. J. Edwin Orr heard it
being sung by Naga tribes-people, to Orr’s conferences in California. The hymn eventually appeared at the 1957 New York Billy
Graham Crusades sung by Beverly Shea with the choir joining on
each chorus.
As Robert Morgan says, “Let’s sing a new song to the Lord-without
losing the old ones!”
Blessings and peace,
Janet MacDonald, Choir Director & Worship Planning
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GIFTS AND MEMORIALS
Donor

Gift or Memorial

Thomas Haugsby
and Linda Hall

General Fund

Stephany Takala

Helping Hands

Steve and Ruth Grant

In Memory of Don and Donna Rustad

Steve and Ruth Grant

In Memory of Hugh and Lenore Kaste

Pam Geiger

Music Fund in Memory of
Mary Lou Carlson

Pete and Rita Van Stelle

Music Fund in Memory of
Mary Lou Carlson

Robert Hemmingsgard
(son)

Womens Ministry in Celebration of the
life of Helen Cristine Nelson

Sarah J. McIntire

General Fund In Memory of
Helen Cristine Nelson

Judith Morrison

ALC Debt Reduction In Memory of
Roger Bogen

Don and Violet Anderson Debt Reduction
Don and Violet Anderson Debt Reduction In Memory of
Helen Nelson
Don and Violet Anderson Helping Hands In Memory of Jan Egan
Tom Read

Women’s Ministry, Quilters

The J. Tschida Family

General Fund

Karla Kempfert

Music Fund In Memory of
Erwin Johnson
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AUGUST 2022
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For you have made me rejoice, LORD,
by what you have done;
I will shout for joy
because of the works of your hands.

Psalm 92:4
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American Lutheran Church of Sun City
17200 N Del Webb Blvd.
Sun City, AZ 85373
P: 623.974.2512
F: 623.974.2515
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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