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Grace and peace to you from Him who is, who was, and who is to come, Jesus the Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Back when I was nineteen and I first started going to church, the high holy days, the days that are sort 
of set apart, confused me.  I loved Christmas and Easter, you know, because that was sort of a secular 
time and we always knew what those were about.  Pentecost confused me, but Pentecost is supposed 
to confuse us, and so I felt right in line with that. All Saints Sunday made me sad because it seemed to 
be about death.   
 

At that time, I had not experienced much death.  My grandparents had all died, but they were very old, 
and that seemed like the way it should go.  But at 19 my primary experience with death was just with 
older folks, and when I first started going to church, I experienced my first All Saints Sunday, I was 
confused. Are we celebrating death?  
 

Fast forward a few years, I went to seminary, learned a lot, and I learned that All Saints Sunday is just 
about as much instruction to the living as it is about remembering the dead.  Martin Luther, when he 
was asked what he would you do if he knew that the world was going to end tomorrow said, “I would 
plant an apple tree.”   
 

All Saints Sunday is about how we live our lives and honoring those who have gone before us. And 
because of that, at least to a degree, they are the ones who have taught us how to live. They have 
been the ones who have taught us to plant the apple tree. Even with the occasional sense of lingering 
death, with All Saints, we know there is more. We know that there’s a river that we are going to be near.  
 

So, I started thinking about this sermon and doing a little research.  I do a lot of daydreaming when I 
am first starting my process, and oddly, I thought of Peggy Lee. Now some of you will remember Peggy 
Lee from the sixties. Interesting point, she was born in Jamestown, North Dakota, in the twenties, and 
she sang on radio stations in Valley City, North Dakota, and Fargo. She was a singer, songwriter and 
one of her hits is why I entitled this sermon, “Is that all there is?”  It was written in the mid-sixties, and 
if you remember mid-sixties that was a tough time. You may remember one of her favorite phrases, “Is 
that all there is?  If that’s all there is, then let’s keep dancing.”   
 

That is all you get. But it is interesting in the context.  She had just gone through a number of tragedies; 
her house burned down, her dad died, a number of things were going wrong for her, and I believe this 
song was written in response to that. I do not know what kind of faith life she had, obviously, but that is 
all there is after all those tragedies like that. It’s a tough question. I feel sorry for people who think that 
death is the end, that our mortal death is the end.  
 

And this is where the beatitudes in the Gospel come in. The first few words at the beginning are, 
“Blessed are you.” The word blessed, or blessing can be overused and sometimes trivialized. When I 
was growing up, not going to church, my mom taught me to say “Bless you” when someone sneezed. 



2 
 

And I did, I was very polite for the most part. I never quite figured out why I was doing that, but I did it.  
And it was the right thing to do.  
 

The word blessed in the New Testament comes from the Greek, it means something along the lines of 
being unburdened, or being satisfied.  So, it is not necessarily a super holy kind of thing when you say 
“Bless you” or blessed. It is something being unburdened or satisfied. So, if I really wanted to stretch, I 
could say they were unburdened by that itch in their nose. Or a good sneeze is very satisfying, and I’ll 
have to go along with that, but when using the definition, we have to imagine Jesus talking to his 
followers, who are poor, “the kingdom of God will unburden you of your poverty.  Yours is the kingdom, 
you will be free from hunger, you will be free from homelessness, when you move on.”  
 

And when he says, “Blessed for those who weep, for you will laugh,” what he is saying is that when you 
experience the kingdom in its fullest, you will have joy. People throughout my pastoral career have 
asked what happens after somebody dies. And I say, I do not know, but all I can say is that they are in 
the kingdom of God, they are living with God in the fullness. And that is what we celebrated this morning 
when Pastor David and I read those fifty names of people who have died recently.  
 

Jesus is, in effect, answering Peggy Lee’s question, “Is that all there is?”  It is a profound “Yes!” – If we 
open ourselves up to thinking beyond our five senses and allow ourselves to imagine something that 
we can’t imagine, beyond our human capabilities. In the context of the Gospel, is that all there is to 
poverty, hunger, weeping, blessing is good news to the distressed. The answer to what is happening 
after that time, the blessedness, rests with those fifty people that we talked about this morning. Living 
a life full of God, during and after our lives, on this journey on earth, is relief and joy, love is what it’s all 
about.  
 

Now the fun part, the flip side of blessed is woe. And we can imagine woe to somebody who just 
bumped us off the road or something like that. But woe is not something that we say to an evil person 
in that way. In the original Greek, the word woe does not mean cursed, or damned, or even unhappy. 
It is more of an attention getter, or an emotion setter. Woe to you, selfish person.  Hey you, turn your 
life around and be happy – quit saying bad things about other people.  Hey you, quit being selfish, and 
so on. That is what woe means. We are not suggesting that they are damned. We are just saying God 
wants you to be blessed, and we are here on this planet to help you be blessed. So, Jesus encourages 
us to reassess. To do under others as we would have them do to us.  
 

So, by choosing the scripture from Luke that we did for All Saints Sunday, we are suggesting that we 
acknowledge and celebrate those lives of the fifty people who have gone before us, and all our family 
and friends who have done so before too.  
 

Back to Peggy Lee, “Is that all there is?”  in our Christian context the answer certainly is loving God, 
loving each other, treating each other with kindness and compassion and understanding. Giving each 
other the benefit of doubt unburdens us from jealousy, unburdens us from hate, unburdens us from 
selfishness. We are blessed in that way. We and those saints who have gone before us are blessed, 
unburdened, free to love, and in God’s plan we are blessed to be a blessing to others.  
 

And that is the Good News. Amen.  
 


