
American Lutheran Church of Sun City 
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5             The First Sunday of Advent 
Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14                                                                      November 27, 2022 
Psalm 122 
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 24:36-44 

“The Time is NOW” 
Sermon by Pastor Paul Campbell 

1 
 

 
Grace and peace to you from who is, who was, and who is to come, Jesus the Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Every year at this time we enter the season, the short season of Advent.  And there is a temptation by 
preachers to avoid the obvious themes of the coming of Jesus, and try to go down a side track, maybe 
looking for something with which we can temper this message a little bit.  And there are preachers who 
see Advent as a ramp up to Christmas. You watch TV, you hear the radio, you go to the store, whatever, 
it’s all about getting ready for Christmas.  And that is a temptation for preachers too, because that is a 
lot better message than what we have this morning.  
 
But I’m not going to chicken out!  I’m going to give it to you like it says, the time is now.  You hear it 
throughout the scripture, you hear it in the songs, the time is now.  It’s not sometime in the future.  It is 
not some sort of apocalyptic thing that’s going to happen down the road, after we are all dead and then 
we come back to life, however that works. That’s not the way it works. So, the season of Advent, the 
first season of the church year, is a perfect time to establish what the end times mean.  
 
It is a time that we can look at eschatology.  That is a Greek word, ‘eschaton,’ meaning the end of time, 
and ‘ology’ meaning the study of.  Eschatology is the study of end times, and it’s something that if you’re 
in seminary and you just want to sit around in the library with a cup of coffee, begin with something and 
end with something, but never want to go anywhere, this is a good one to go with, because it is a study 
of the end times.  And this is the season of Advent, and what we are going to focus on is that the time 
is NOW, now to be the people of God. We are going to dig into these texts, and I will tell you up front 
that there is a debate about this eschatology that goes back centuries.   
 
You probably remember this graphic [on screen] from back in the sixties with the end times and all of 
that.  There are even unhinged preachers that will gather people together and take them to some 
remote place after they take all their money and tell them that Jesus is coming, so be prepared – you 
are the chosen ones. In the context of eschatology that I prefer, my slant is what’s called realized 
eschatology, and that is that our understanding of the end times is that they are something that we can 
realize now in our lives. From a theological perspective, the prophecies about the kingdom of God were 
fulfilled in Jesus’ lifetime and we are now living in the kingdom of God. I’ll say that again: The promises 
about the kingdom of God were fulfilled in Jesus’s time, and we are living in those times now. The 
kingdom of God is now. Now I am not as hardcore as some throughout history, but it helps me 
personally with my understanding of what God is calling me to be now, and not sometime in the future 
when I may come back.  
 
So, in this context we are going to take a look at the troubling text, which appears – if you just read it – 
to be some sort of rapture theology.  Again, these preachers bringing people together waiting for the 
rapture.  And that Jesus is going to come with a chariot and the horses, and the whole thing and you 
are going to ascend to heaven, and only you. And everyone else is going to be left behind. Remember 
that old phrase, being left behind. Well, that’s not the way it works.  
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Jesus was nearing his death and he was leaving the temple with his disciples and giving them their 
final instructions. Immediately before this passage that we read he issues a series of woes, “Woe to 
you, hypocrites, woe to you preachers, woe to you whatever.” Teachers of the faith were those easy 
targets for Jesus. So, Jesus and his disciples leave the temple, and walking away he was helping them 
understand what their instructions were going to be after he is murdered. He is talking about the end 
times, the fulfillment of God’s promises, and life with God in it’s fullest. The disciples want to know when 
will this life with God happen.  Jesus was, I can imagine, a little frustrated with these guys as he was 
all through the whole time when he was with them, and he points to some illustrations. Live today, as if 
it was your last day. In fact, live every day as if it was your last day.  So there’s the text, there’s the 
theological groundwork that I had to lay before getting to one of my favorite movies.  
 
Now I’m walking the line between my rule of not getting ready for Christmas too early, but this film which 
many of you have seen, many of you have seen it 12 times or 20 times like I have, it’s a great movie 
and it’s in the setting of Christmas, but it’s not about Christmas, so that’s how I can get out of that.  You 
can rationalize almost anything you want. It stars Jimmy Stewart, Donna Reed and Lionel Barrymore 
and we play it in our home because it’s one of those movies you count on, and it’s a heartfelt movie.  It 
feels good because you know where it’s going. It’s along the same lines of that saying in the 60’s, living 
in the moment.  So, in case you need a refresher, George Bailey, played by Jimmy Stewart, is the head 
of Bailey Savings and Loan. He’s the head of this after his father dies, and Uncle Billy is part of this, 
he’s absent minded and he loses $8000.  It was actually stolen, but that’s a different sermon.  He loses 
this $8000 which was a lot of money in 1945 when the film was set. So, the bank examiner threatens 
to close down the savings and loan and put George in jail for this missing money. George sees his 
dreams of travel dashed; he was going to take off and travel the world, and he sees that all gone. He 
contemplates suicide. His friends and his family all start praying for him.  
 
And from heaven comes Clarence Oddbody, an angel who is trying to earn his wings. In a number of 
very creative ways Clarence shows George what impact his life has had on not only himself, but the 
community. He was living a wonderful life. During his life he saved his brother Harry from drowning.  
Harry was a World War II pilot, and without Harry a transport full of hundreds of soldiers would have 
been sunk, but Harry was there to shoot down the enemy plane, and he was there because George 
saved his life.  George helped people throughout the town who were having financial problems, often 
out of his own pocket. He was helping to give them a wonderful life. There was a pharmacist who was 
mixing up the formulas back then – he was mourning his own son’s death and he was making something 
that was going to kill somebody else. George stopped that. It was a wonderful life, a wonderful for many 
other people, in real time, not in the future.  
 
Now strangely, maybe, this came to mind when I was pondering the story and the reading from the 
Romans, and about Jesus giving his disciples their instructions.  He emphasizes that the time is now 
to take care of others. In this strange, end-times-eschatological dialogue that we have in the text, Jesus 
is emphasizing to stay awake now, not in the second coming. We need to be aware of our own 
motivations, our own actions now, not in the future. In his letter to the troubled church in Rome St. Paul 
reminds his readers that salvation is near to us. The day is near, the day is now. We are the people of 
God now.  
 
Now re-read those texts, take them home. Re-read them in the context that the end times are now; we 
are in the kingdom of God. So, what does this mean for us, today? Given that we are all gathered in 
this beautiful sanctuary, we have lights on, we have wonderful music, we have clothes that we are 
wearing, we probably had breakfast, that cup of coffee that Pastor David mentioned.  All those things 
have happened. We are living a wonderful life, aren’t we? We are doing well, we are comfortable. 
Advent is a time to remember that we are to help other people.  
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The angel tree is part of that.  I talked before about the ELCA Good Gifts program. You can go to the 
ELCA website and give a cow, or a duck or an egg to somebody from around the world who isn’t living 
as wonderful life as we are doing right now. Advent is a time for us to reflect on our calling, who we are. 
It is our responsibility to give generously, as if we are living the life of God, which we are. So, with 
apologies to St. Paul and Matthew and Isaiah, and all the seminary professors who pondered the end 
times, I don’t care. I really don’t care. I couldn’t say that and graduate from seminary, but now I can say 
it, I’m already out. We don’t need to worry about eschatology, the end times, do we?  
 
I encourage all of us to take a moment, take many moments in our lives, in our busyness.  The culture 
is telling us to be busy, busy, busy. Thank God for our lives, thank God for those people who have been 
around us, who have shaped our lives like George Bailey did, and then be totally aware that many 
people, people of God need our help. Yes, it is a wonderful life for us, and also for those who can share 
our good fortune.  We are called. 
 
And that’s the good news. Amen. 


