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What a week!  It's certainly been a historic week because of the election, and it's still not over.  But, 
regardless of who we are, where we come from, who we voted for, or our political beliefs, there's one 
thing that all of us can agree on...  we can find joy in that there are no more political advertisements… 
for at least a few months!  No more commercials, no more signs on street corners, no more phone 
calls, and no more text messages.  So, for a moment, let's all take a deep breath and bask in the relief. 
 
Now what?  Now what, that this election season is over?  Now what, that our candidates lost or won?  
Now what, that we have a few months before the next election cycle begins?  People are still angry 
with one another.  Everyone is still blaming someone else for the world's problems.  Our society still 
struggles to treat each other with decency and dignity.  And we still need to find a way to live with, 
appreciate, and accept each other's differences.  Now what? 
 
Although it goes without saying, we live in a more divided country than ever.  It's impacted our 
friendships, families, and yes, even the church.  A few months ago, I listened to a New York Times 
Podcast or internet radio that interviewed a pastor named Dan White Jr.  Dan White spent nearly 20 
years of his ministry in New York City.  However, the stress of trying to mend the division within his 
congregation led to his physical collapse. 
 
During the interview, he shared how the Romney and Obama elections, from ten years ago, negatively 
impacted his church.  What he experienced wasn't isolated to that election and his congregation; it's 
been happening everywhere.  It's only getting worse with each election, whether it's Romney and 
Obama, Trump and Clinton, Trump and Biden, Hobbs, and Lake, or any other. 
 
But imagine being Pastor White for a moment, and this was what you experienced.  "I remember vividly 
a woman came up to me right after I was done preaching, a dear woman who I loved, and she said 
Dan, I've got to leave this church.  I'm conservative, and I don't feel safe here, and I feel judged here, 
and I can't stay here with this kind of judgment." 
 
"And I responded with, no, there's space for you.  You do belong here.  I'm so sorry.' I tried to assuage 
those fears.  But she just said, I've got to go, and she left." 
 
"And just in two weeks, a young couple came up to me after I was preaching with the same kind of 
news, but from the opposite perspective.' And they said, Dan, we can't stay in this church knowing 
some people are voting conservative and — we can't be complicit to this injustice, and there's no space 
for us here, and we have to go.” 
 
And I was shocked that both of these people didn't think they could belong in the same community.  
And I didn't have words to keep them." 
 
"I was trying.  I don't even call myself a centrist; I didn’t think I was a middle-ground person.  Being 
united was important.  And I think many pastors, even if they have political persuasions, have this fierce 
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and passionate desire to keep the church unified, to keep us together.  And that power was breaking.  
That ability was just being shattered." 
 
Whether in the church, our families, community, country, or anything else, fractured relationships 
surround us.  We live in an unstable, chaotic world.  While that might sound all gloom and doom, Jesus 
says otherwise.  Jesus says there's more to our world than what we see and experience.  Amid the 
immense challenges we face, the divisions, and the tension, Jesus says that God has not and will not 
abandon us.  When our world and lives are at their darkest point, Jesus says, "Do not be terrified" 
because the light is just around the corner.  Hearing Jesus say, "Do not be terrified," should provide us 
comfort and hope.  
 
It's what Luke's community would've heard in our Gospel for this morning when they were going through 
chaotic times.  They would've heard comfort and hope when Jesus said, "Do not be terrified, for these 
things must take place first."  Perhaps, that's why I find it ironic that this is the lectionary Gospel for this 
Sunday.  Ironically, we are given words of comfort and hope to "not be terrified" the Sunday after this 
election season. 
 
You might wonder, "Pastor David, where do you find comfort and hope in this Gospel reading?"  I'm 
glad you asked!  At first glance, we might not believe that's what Luke's community heard.  Whenever 
we read these stories, especially in today's world, many of us tend to feel more fear and anxiety than 
comfort and hope.  The reason is that we need to become more familiar with these types of Scripture 
readings. 
 
So, whenever the Bible references images, themes, and signs that talk about wars, persecution, and 
conflict, it's our natural reaction to become afraid.  That could be because the only times we hear about 
these verses is when they're referenced by people who think they're a road map to the end times.  
Some of us have believed or still believe that they are supposed to predict the future. 
 
However, the original communities - whether from today's Gospel, the Book of Revelation, Daniel, or 
the Gospel of Mark - didn't hear these verses as a prediction but rather as a reflection of their current 
circumstances.  For instance, we heard, "As for these things that you see, the day will come when not 
one stone will be left upon another, all will be thrown down."  Luke's original community saw the temple, 
their holy place, their place of stability, the one place they could rely upon, in complete ruins. 
 
In other words, for them, the issue wasn't, "When is this event going to happen," but "Now that it has 
happened, what do we do?  What does it mean?"  What do we do now that all these horrible things, 
such as the temple's destruction, wars, false prophets, and calamities, have happened?  More 
importantly, where is God in the awful, horrible, chaotic mess?  How do we continue while being 
persecuted for following Jesus? 
 
Some of us, whether sitting here or not, might believe that many of our rights are under attack.  We 
might think that our religious freedoms are being restricted in our current state.  If not, other rights, such 
as our health, businesses, or communities, might be under persecution.  In reality, we don't know what 
it truly means to be persecuted, especially for our faith.  Many people currently in other countries are 
sent to jail or even killed for carrying a Christian bible.  They would better understand what the people 
in Luke's Gospel were enduring. 
 
So, these types of readings, especially what we heard in our Gospel lesson, were used to put their 
situations into perspective.  That perspective was that God would not abandon them, and God would 
ultimately prevail.  That perspective encouraged those believers to persevere in the meantime.  Yet, it 
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went beyond just persevering.  It was an opportunity for them to testify or witness about their faith during 
those times of persecution.  When everyone else was terrified, anxious, and beaten down, this 
community wouldn't react the same way but instead respond differently with faith, encouragement, and 
hope. 
 
When I think of a person who had an opportunity to respond differently during persecution, I think of 
Sam.  Actually, not a real-life person but a hobbit.  Samwise, "the Brave," who comes from the "Lord of 
the Rings." How many have read the book, watched the movies, or heard of it?  As a quick recap, Lord 
of the Rings is about a fictional "Middle Earth" where the races of elves, dwarves, and men try to fight 
against evil forces as they destroy a powerful ring. 
 
However, caught in the middle of all the action were two little hobbits named Frodo and Sam, tasked 
to carry this ring to the fires of Mordor.  The part that reminds me of Sam responding differently during 
a horrible situation comes at the end of "Two Towers," or the second movie.  After Frodo and Sam were 
captured and caught in a battle, they just sat in the ruins of a city, exhausted.  Watch what happens… 
 
Frodo, with a depressed breath, weighed down by the heaviness of his task in destroying the ring, sat 
there, and said, "I can't do this, Sam." 
 
Then Sam, with tears in his eyes, responded in the most unlikely way.  Let me share with you what he 
said.  He said in his old Folk English accent, "I know.  It's all wrong.  By rights, we shouldn't even be 
here.  But we are.  It's like in the great stories, Mr. Frodo.  The ones that really mattered, full of darkness 
and danger they were.  Sometimes you didn't want to know the end because how could the end be 
happy?  How could the world go back to the way it was when so much bad happened?   
 
But in the end, it's only a passing thing.  The shadow, even darkness, must pass.  A new day will come.  
And when the sun shines, it will shine out the clearer.  Those were the stories that stay with you, that 
meant something, even if you were too small to understand why.  But I think, Mr. Frodo, I do understand, 
I know now.  Folk and those stories had lots of chances of turning back only they didn't.  They kept 
going because they were holding on to something." 
"What are we holding on to Sam," Frodo asked. 
 
Sam then went over, picked up Frodo, looked him square in the eyes, and said, "That there's some 
good in this world and it worth fighting for." 
 
So, back to my original question, now what?  Now what, that our candidates have won or lost?  Now 
what, that another election season over?  Now, what, that people are still hurting, divided, and angry?  
As the church and individuals, we now listen to Jesus and be "the Sam’s" of the world.  We will be "the 
Sam’s" by testifying or sharing the hope of Jesus Christ.  We will be "the Sam’s" of the world by not 
choosing to react with anger, fear, or hatred but instead choose by responding with faithfulness, hope, 
and comfort. 
 
It won't be easy but know that Jesus is there to help, to encourage, and support us.  As he said, "For I 
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict." 
 
We need to share with others that's there more to our world than division, fractured relationships, and 
hostility.  We need to share that because it's life-changing for everyone.  We need to tell people that a 
new and better day is coming.  Although that day won't look how we want it or even as we need it, it 
will be how God desires God's people to live.  The danger, the darkness, the broken relationships, and 
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the elections will pass.  When they do, the sun will shine, and it will shine clearer.  It's what we, as 
disciples of Jesus, are holding onto in this world.  
 
It's what Luke wanted that community to hear and what Jesus shares with us today.  They aren't words 
to scare us or bring more anxiety.  They definitely weren't setting up a roadmap to predict the end times.  
Instead, the hope of Jesus Christ transcends the chaos, the elections, and the fractured relationships.  
It transcends all trials and tribulations.  Above all, it transcends all times and places to bring restoration 
and reconciliation. -           -Amen 


