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Sermon 
Sermon by Pastor Scott Klimke 

 
 Today’s second lesson was from Ephesians and people can have mixed feelings about this New 

Testament book. There’s a lot of good in it. We hear again and again that we are saved not by our 

works, but by God’s grace at work in Jesus and the Holy Spirit’s gift of faith. We also hear that life as 

we know can be tough and that we can turn to the whole armor of God when it is. But along with this 

good stuff, slaves are commanded to submit to their masters and wives to their husbands. These 

commands have troubled a lot of people for a long, long time. And in today’s reading there’s another 

verse I find troubling. It encourages to try, try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.  

I find this language troubling because seems to suggest that the Lord is slippery and elusive; 

capricious and mercurial; a wild card and a lone ranger. If intended, this is an affront to Jesus identity 

as the Light of the World; an identity Jesus embraces in our reading from John. Jesus is the Light of 

the World because he brings out into the clear light of day what it is that pleases God and what it is 

God is pleased to do. Jesus is the Light of the World because he sheds clear and unmistakable light 

on the Way of God, the Truth of God, and the Life of God. And we have every reason to trust in Jesus’ 

witness of light. If we still had to figure out what is pleasing to the Lord, God never would have raised 

Jesus from the dead. Through this unprecedented act, God vindicated every last thing Jesus had ever 

said or done; making him not just the Light of the World, but also the Light of the World the darkness 

cannot overcome. And thank goodness this is the case. In a world of deceptive darkness, we now know 

we please the Lord when we follow after Jesus Christ. And this is not just done by being a we person, 

a community-first person who loves neighbor as an extension of self. It’s also done by returning to 

Jesus’ light any time we question whether God loves us and/or our world. 
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Unfortunately, I know from painful and personal experience this is not always done. As my kid 

sister Amy was battling with a terminal form of cancer there was a time when members of another 

church began to stop by to pray and to visit. A lifelong Lutheran like yours truly, my sister was very 

touched. As should happen all the time, love was carrying people across denominational lines. But 

eventually, my sister’s new prayer partners revealed their conclusion that Amy was being punished by 

God for some undisclosed and highly grievous sin. Forgetting how an innocent man named Jesus once 

suffered, they could think of no other reason why a young mother would be taken away from her family. 

If Amy just came clean, all would be well. God would remove the punishment and Amy could raise her 

children to maturity and beyond. Ouch! Getting back to our reading from Ephesians, I guess it’s not just 

the writers of Scripture, but also the readers of Scripture who can forget that Jesus Christ is the Light 

of the World, even as the darkness which cannot overcome it remains. 

Brothers and sisters, if you’re ill, if someone you care about is ill, if illness has claimed the life of 

someone you love, please do not attribute the illness to God’s agency. Such thinking simply does not 

square with Jesus who is our light and our truth; with Jesus who was, is, and shall remain our best 

source of information about God on this side of the hereafter. In the gospels, Jesus doesn’t make 

storms. He stills storms. In the gospels, Jesus doesn’t make people ill. He heals people. In the gospels, 

Jesus doesn’t kill. He resurrects. All of which is to say that as the Light of the Word Jesus makes it plain 

as day that God is not around to break our lives into pieces. Rather than making the pieces, Jesus, as 

the Light of the World, reveals God is around to put us back together again. As I’ve walked with gravely 

ill members of my immediate family and of more than one church family, remembering this has been 

highly helpful for me. I hope it proves to be helpful for you too. But even as we can remain confident 

that Jesus means what he says when he calls us his friends in the gospel of John, there are still going 

to be times when we don’t get him. Friends aren’t carbon copies of one another. They’re individuals 

who from time to time diverge from one another. It doesn’t mean they’re no longer friends. It just means 

that as they remain friends, one wears spots and the other wears stripes. And maybe, just maybe, it’s 
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these moments of temporary dissonance and divergence between friends that our reading from 

Ephesians has in mind when it encourages us to try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.  

If so, I think we can admit with our reading from Ephesians that how, why, and when Jesus 

brings people to faith is still a bit of a mystery to us. A couple of weeks ago, I said faith is a gift of the 

Holy Spirit which most often comes to us when in a variety of possible forms, we gather together with 

one another and the word and sacraments of God. When on the second Sunday of Easter, both 

doubting Thomas and the rest of the disciples come to faith in a share setting which sounds and feels 

an awful lot like a worship service, we’ll hear Scripture endorse this very orthodox take on things. But 

John is also not entirely consistent on this point. For him, human beings are complex and God’s 

dealings with them just as complex. Today, a healed man comes to faith not in a public setting like 

corporate worship, but in a private setting. And the road to faith for our ancient sibling in Christ certainly 

is not short or straight. To quote a song by The Beatles, for him, the road to faith is long and winding. 

And if we go back a couple of weeks ago to the last time I preached, the same can be said of 

Nicodemus. In John chapter three, Nicodemus is curious. But as the chapter goes on, he grows more 

skeptical. One wouldn’t expect Nicodemus to rise to Jesus’ defense in John chapter seven or to help 

Joseph of Arimathea bury Jesus in a reverent and respectful way once we get to John chapter nineteen. 

But it’s what happens. If Nicodemus hasn’t been blessed with the Holy Spirit’s gift of faith by the end of 

John’s gospel, he sure is getting closer and this after anything but a promising beginning. It’s how it 

goes in John’s gospel. We have that which affirms what Lutherans and Roman Catholics and others 

have long taught about faith’s genesis. But we also have that which punctuates human complexity and 

God’s individual and complex dealings with each human being. There’s predictability, but also the Spirit 

blowing where and when the Spirit will. There’s that about faith which is quite familiar and that about 

faith which comes across as magical and mysterious. And if this is in fact the kind of thing our reading 

from Ephesians has in mind, here’s how I’d say we can please the Lord. 
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With faith’s genesis sometimes mysterious and sometimes predictable, I’d say we’ll please the 

Lord when we focus on inputs rather than outcomes. With faith a gift of God, the outcomes are by 

definition beyond our control. When you get down to it, outcomes related to faith are between God and 

each human being, with the proceedings individual and complex. But as for the inputs the Holy Spirit 

can use for good measure, these are far more subject to our control. We can invite to church or 

contribute to American Lutheran eventually becoming the best kept secret in town. Once visitors or 

former acquaintances appear, we can then welcome them as the father welcomes his son in the 

Parable of the Prodigal Son. Once everyone’s gathered together, we can then do our best to serve up 

good spiritual food for all to eat. And as we all keep coming back to American Lutheran Church, we can 

strive to include everyone in what will hopefully be as much a community of equals as it can be. As faith 

continues to be a highly complex and personal matter involving God and each human being, these are 

all inputs we can control. And so, in, by, and through the Holy Spirit, let’s invite, welcome, feed, and 

include to the best of our ability and without interruption. Believe me. There’s an awful lot I do not know, 

but this I do know. Inviting, welcoming, feeding, and including are the inputs most friendly and favorable 

to the ongoing mystery and magic of faith’s genesis. Amen! 


