
 

1 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
 

February 28 & March 1, 2026 

17200 N. Del Webb Blvd.—Sun City, AZ 

alcsuncity.org 

623-974-2512 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Introit “Unto the Hills”  

(Sunday) 
 

Call to Worship  from Psalm 121 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

C: My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

P: The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall 

asleep. 

C: Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;  

P: the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

C: the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

P: The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 

C: The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time 

forth forevermore. 
 

Hymn “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” (see pg. 8) 
 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray.  O God, our leader and guide,  

C: in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children. 

Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up 

your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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Choir Anthem “God So Loved the World” Carl Nygard 

(Sunday) 

 

First Lesson Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and 

the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?  For 

if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  For 

what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.”  Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 

due.  But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 

reckoned as righteousness. 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  For if it is the adherents 

of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  For the law brings 

wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it 

may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 

those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 

gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Lesson John 3:1-17 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can 
do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.”  Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit.   Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do 
not receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn 
(vs. 1) “God Loved the World” ELW 323 
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Sermon  Pastor Scott Klimke 

 

Hymn “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” (see pg. 9) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.   

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:  Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:  Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water 

Christ offers: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and 

hope in the world: Gracious God,  

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to 

come forth to life:  Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.  Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven.  The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, 

pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

P: ... Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

C: Amen. 
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Passing of the Peace 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

You may greet each other with a sign of peace. 

 

Offertory  

(Sunday) “As the Deer” arr. John Carter 

  Carol Torgerson and James Gerber, piano 
 

(Saturday) “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” arr. by Joel Raney 

  Linda Shirck and Marliss Danielsen, piano 

 

Offertory Response “Create in Me” ELW 186 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P: Let us pray.  God of good gifts, 

C: receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for 

the sake of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 

pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal 

life. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface and Christ’s Words of Institution 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

P: O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for 

the world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Fraction Rite 
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you.  The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Communion 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

P: Let us pray.  Embodied God,  

C: at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.  With the eyes of our 

hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love.  Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” (see pg. 10) 

 

Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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ELW 335 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”  
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ELW 326 “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”  
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ELW 796 “How Firm a Foundation” 
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PASTORS 

Rev. Scott Klimke Senior Pastor s.klimke@alcsuncity.org 

 

Rev. Lisa Hackler Associate Pastor l.hackler@alcsuncity.org 

 

Rev. Julia Sprenkle Pastoral Associate j.sprenkle@alcsuncity.org 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Dr. James Gerber  Organist/Worship Coordinator j.gerber@alcsuncity.org 
 

Janet MacDonald Choir Director/Worship Planning j.macdonald@alcsuncity.org 
 

George Zoske Director of Christo Bells  gzoske@mac.com 

 

MINISTRY STAFF 

Amelia Clarke Executive Assistant for Administration a.clarke@alcsuncity.org 
 

Nicole Jones Administrative Assistant / Receptionist n.jones@alcsuncity.org 
 

Ray Roman Digital Communications and Marketing Coordinator ray@alcsuncity.org 
 

Annette DeJesus Resource Minister a.dejesus@alcsuncity.org 
 

Dave Tigges Property & Grounds d.tigges@alcsuncity.org 
 

Rolfe Blaess Sound t8rolfe3@earthlink.net 
 

Ilya Tate Worship Technology Assistant  

 

Andy Le  Worship Technology Assistant 

 

 

Our Mission is: 
 

To proclaim the love of Jesus Christ, 

invite others to participate in our faith community, 

and be a blessing to all in word and deed. 

S t a f f  

D i r e c t o r y  

17200 N. Del Webb Blvd.—Sun City, AZ 

alcsuncity.org 

623-974-2512 

mailto:t8rolfe3@earthlink.net

