
  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To proclaim the love of Jesus Christ, invite others to participate in our 

faith community, and be a blessing to all in word and deed. 

OUTREACH 
American Lutheran Church  

17200 N. Del Webb Blvd.  

Sun City, AZ 85373 

February 2023 

The Church Council  

invites you to a 

reception expressing  

appreciation to  

Pastor  

Paul Campbell 

for his leadership as ALC’s Interim Senior Pastor  

January 31 2:00 pm 

Apple pie and Ice Cream  

will be served until 2:30 prior to the Annual Meeting 

 

A basket will be available for thank notes for Pastor Paul 

http://www.alcsuncity.org
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Thank you for the opportunity to 

serve as your President. I am honored 

to serve. A big thank you to our 

outgoing Council members: Ron 

Prekker, Rita Van Stelle, Bill Imig, 

Pete Oppedahl, and Chris Weldon. It 

has been a pleasure to work with you. 

I look forward to working with the new Council members: 

Karrie Burt, Patti Phillips, Chip Skauge, Steve Miedzybrocki, 

Jan Keck, and Donna Raus. 

The next year is going to be a year of change — a word we 

don’t always like to hear — but it will be both exciting and 

challenging. Exciting because we have a new pastor but with 

that will come some exciting changes. We look forward to 

Pastor Scott joining us and the momentum a new pastor will 

bring. 

 

We have ongoing challenges: everyone is aware that every 

other church in the country has experienced a drop in 

attendance. I am challenging each of you to take this 

personally —what can you do? A few suggestions are… 

 

• Invite a friend or neighbor to church: to worship with 

you or to one of our concerts or social events. Our church is 

amazing and inviting someone is often all it takes to have a 

new member! 

 

• Greet someone that you do not know. They may already 

be a member or they may be a visitor—but go out of your 

way to  make them feel welcome. Use the black attendance 
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pads in the pews and then pass them back up the pew so 

everyone can read the names and greet them. 

 

• Go to coffee hour, WNA or Bible Study in the fellowship 

hall and sit with someone you don’t know. Let’s have a 

reputation for being known as a welcoming church!  

 

• Sit in a different pew for Worship. You might make a new 

friend!  

 

• Volunteer to serve on a committee. We will be 

“restocking” our committees in the next month and we are 

looking for — and want —new members and new ideas! I 

hope to highlight a few committees each month and there 

is a constant need for  volunteers and great ideas. 

 

• Pray for the church and for our leadership! Refer to the 

Annual Report and pray for us by name. With your help, 

we CAN grow our church as we seek to serve God, our 

community and be a blessing to all.  

 

Thank you! 

Donna Borden 

2023 ALC Council/Congregation President   
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Mark your calendar for these exciting 

events at  ALC! 

January 29th  —  Suggested Donation $10 

Inviting friends to a concert is a great way to 

introduce them to the trademark warmth and 

hospitality of our amazing congregation! 

West Valley  
Youth Orchestra  

 

February 26 
 

Desert Brass 
 

March 5 
 

3:00 pm 



5 

Join Us in Ministry! 

We are looking for Volunteers for ALC 
Committees. Do you have spare time and want to 
get more involved in ALC? Do you have expertise 
you would like to share? We Need You! Please 
contact the committee of your choice and be more 
involved in your Church! 

Ministry Contact Person 

Altar Guild Kathy Bjerkreim 

Benevolence Marty Livingston 

Education & Evangelism Arvid Peterson 

Finance Sharon Grambow 

Fellowship Madeline Niccore 

Gifts & Memorials Ann Skidmore 

Greeters Angy Felcyn 

Neighborhood Groups Gary & Karrie Burt 

Offering Counters Linda Schwartz 

Office Volunteers Cathy Thweatt 

Personnel Dave Hjortland 

Pew Cleaning Crew Pam Prueter 

Property & Grounds Tom Bjerkreim 

Safety   

Stephen Ministry Ann Skidmore 

Stewardship Terri Polk 

Trust Jack Leyse 

Ushers Carole Alexander 

Wednesday Night Alive Deb Hjortland 

Women’s Ministries Jill Solberg 

Worship & Music Winston Schmidt 
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In February we will meet in the Office Conference Room on 
Monday, the 13th to discuss  "The Personal Librarian" by 
Benedict/Murray and Nola Mellstrom will lead the discussion. 
This is a story about a black woman hired to put together a 
massive collection of art, books and manuscripts for J.P. 
Morgan for his personal collection.  While becoming one of 
the most influential people in New York society, she hid her 
true identity and passed as white.   
 
March      -   "The Shell Seekers" by Rosamund Pilcher 
April         -   "Mad Honey" by Picoult & Boylan 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  
Eleanor Dickinson   
billandeleanor@gmail.com   623-972-289  

Date Sat. 3:00 Sat. 5:00 Sun. 9:30 Total 

12/24-25 397 283 137 817 

 Saturday Total (Only One  Sunday Service) 

12/31-1/1 53  160 213 

 Saturday Sunday 

8:30 

Sunday 

10:30 

Total 

1/7-8 79 239 154 472 

1/14-15 78 211 146 435 

1/21-22 73 256 186 515 

Worship Attendance 
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Love Offering 
February is when we collect our Love Offerings. 
The annual Love Offering Letters are being 
prepared and will be mailed soon. You may return 
the Love Offering Envelopes in the ALC Offering, to 
the church office or bring them to the February 
Women's Ministry Luncheon. 
 
February Luncheon/Tea 
On February 16th we will have a special luncheon 
and program "The Art of Tea" presented by our 
own ALC member and Museum Docent, Susan 
Sherbocker. This program was originally scheduled 
for March 2020 but had to be cancelled because of 
Covid-19. We are so excited to be able to bring this 
special program to you. Please watch for news 
about ticket sales beginning in February. 
 
Global Health Bandages 
The spinning of bandages will be on February 27 at 
1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Hopefully, some 
of those who recently spun at God's Work Our 
Hands will join us. Thank you Spinners for your 
Mission Hearts to help others. 
 
We are so grateful for your continued support of 
ALC Women's Ministry. 
 
Jan Powell  
ALC Women's Ministry Board 
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A STEPHEN MINISTRY INVITATION 
 

A PRESENTATION ON DEMENTIA  
BY BENEVILLA of SUN CITY 

 

Benevilla of Sun City offers a wide variety of services 
to our community residents.  Founded in 1981 by a 
group of citizens of the Sun Cities area, today they 
have a vast network providing a variety of programs.  
 

On Thursday, February 9th, ALC Stephen Ministry will 
host a speaker from Benevilla and one of its partner 
organizations who will present a program aimed at 
helping us understand dementia and the related 
services they provide to community residents.  One of 
the challenges some of us face is communicating and 
helping persons with dementia (and their families) as 
their behaviors, expressions, and comprehension 
abilities may change over time.  The presentation will 
include an overview of dementia, particularly stages; 
communication tips for effectively working with folks 
in beginning, middle, and end stage dementia; when 
to realize that additional services may be needed; and 
information about the services Benevilla and other 
organizations may have for the individuals and their 
families.   
 

ALL MEMBERS OF ALC are invited and encouraged 
to join our Stephen Ministers at 9 am on Thursday, 
February 9th in the Fellowship Hall to hear this timely 
and informative presentation.  Many of our members 
are or will be affected by this disease; you are 
encouraged to take advantage of this learning 
opportunity.  The program will last approximately an 
hour and fifteen minutes.    
 
Following the presentation, all Stephen Ministers will 
meet for our monthly Peer Support Groups.      
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To the Music Fund in 

Memory of Jacquelyn Huget 

by 

George & Joyce Zoske 

Pamela Geiger 

Dick & Judy Jorgenson 

Jean English 

Olga Redstrom 

Lowell & Joyce Wikum 

 

In Memory of Melissa  

Garcia by 

Judy Shogren  

 

To the Choir in Memory of 

Kathy Bachman by 

Theodore Backman 

 

In Memory of Wanda 

Pottenger by 

Char Skaff 

  

To the Women’s Ministry in 

Memory of Jacquelyn Huget 

by 

Peter & Rita Van Stelle 

 

For Debt Reduction in  

To the Stephen Ministry in 

Memory of 

Jacquelyn Huget by 

Terri Polk & Jim Becker 

Donna Borden 

  

In Memory of 

Jean Leonhardi by 

Audrey Gordhammer 

Eric & April Selstad 

Memory of Jean Leonhardi 

by 

Audrey Gordhammer 

Eric & April Selstad 

  

For Debt Reduction in  

In Memory of Jacquelyn 

Huget by 

Helen Tepley 

Char Riebe 

Glen Schulz 

In Memory of  

Kate Nelson by 

Judith Morrison 

 

In Memory of Jacquelyn 

Huget by 

Gerald  & Marie Amble 

In Memory of Joe Boris by 

Nola Mellstrom 

 

Memorial Gifts 
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ROOM KEY 

A&B Education A & B 

C      Education C 

CB  Columbarium 

CH  Chapel       CR  Choir Room 

Conf Conf Room (Office) 

FH Fellowship Hall 

L    Lounge 

MP Multi-Purpose Room 

S     Sanctuary 
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Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
January “God’s Work. Our Hands”. We packed 
over 125 lunches that will be delivered to Grace 
Lutheran’s homeless outreach ministry. On 
Wednesday, January 18th, 100 personal care kits 
and two large bags of personal care items were 
delivered to Church of the Palms for their portable 
shower ministry. Many bandages were made and 
packed for Global Health Ministries. Eleven 
blankets for the 
Phoenix Mission 
were made and 
over 45 dog toys 
were made for 
the SPCA. It is 
amazing what 
we can 
accomplish in 
40 minutes!  
 
Over 40 people participated in ALC’s inaugural 
ELCA’s Good Gifts Ministry in December. Over 
$2092 was given to 15 different projects, including 
Hygiene Kits, Cook Stoves, Goats, Chicks, Send A 
Girl to School, Child Vaccinations, Food For an 
Orphan For a Year. The Women’s Ministries 
Committee also contributed money. Thank you for 
you generosity.  
 
Marty Livingston 
Chair 

Benevolence 
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STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

Rev. Scott Klimke Senior Pastor 
 s.klimke@alcsuncity.org 

Rev. David Sivecz Interim Associate Pastor 
 d.sivecz@alcsuncity.org  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Dr. James Gerber  Organist/Worship Coordinator  
 j.gerber@alcsuncity.org 
Janet MacDonald Choir Director  
 j.macdonald@alcsuncity.org 
George Zoske Director of Christo Bells   
 gzoske@mac.com 
     

STAFF 
 

Cathy Thweatt Ministry Operations Coordinator  
 c.thweatt@alcsuncity.org 
Ron Helton Accounting Coordinator 
 r.helton@alcsuncity.org   

Mary Uible Crowson Communications/Admin. Asst. 
 m.crowson@alcsuncity.org 
Annette DeJesus Resource Minister 
 a.dejesus@alcsuncity.org 
Sherry McGlynn Office Assistant 
 s.mcglynn@alcsuncity.org 
Dave Tigges Property/Grounds 
 d.tigges@alcsuncity.org 
Rory Vasquez Property/Grounds Assistant 
 
Rolfe Blaess Sound  
 t8rolfe3@earthlink.net 
 

mailto:J.gerber@alcsuncity.org
mailto:J.macdonald@alcsuncity.org
mailto:T.Molck@alcsuncity.org
mailto:S.Mcglynn@alcsuncity.org
mailto:S.Mcglynn@alcsuncity.org
mailto:t8rolfe3@earthlink.net
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Date Given by 
In thanksgiving, memory  

or celebration 

1/22/2023 Bob & Louise Sosa In Thanksgiving 

1/29/2023 Susan Sherbocker 
In loving memory of her 

mother, Marjorie Sherbocker 

2/5/2023 
Jim Becker &  

Terri Polk 

In loving memory of  
their granddaughter,  

Jamie Lynn Gunderson 

2/19/2023 Bob & Judi Tosh 
In celebration of their  

58th Wedding Anniversary 

3/5/2023 
Don & Barb 
Thompson 

In celebration of their  
70th Wedding Anniversary 

American Lutheran Church 
welcomes you to celebrate a special 
occasion or remember loved ones by 
providing flowers for worship on a 
particular weekend. The contracted 
florist delivers two bouquets each 
week that enhance our beautiful 
sanctuary as we gather to praise 
God together. Contact the church 
office for more information or to 

sign up. Many 2023 dates are still available. 

Please call Cathy at the 

ALC Office  

(623-974-2512)  

or email her at   

c.thweatt@alcsuncity.org 

with any needs or 

concerns that you would 

like lifted in prayer! 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
DECEMBER 2022 

  

Actual Budget 

Better 

(Worse) 

Regular 
Giving 

 $ 98,792.00 $ 95,094.00  $   3,698.00 

Operational 
Expense 

 $ 88,985.00 $ 87,119.00  $  (1,866.00) 

YTD   2022       

Regular 
Giving 

 $885,580.00 $1,141,130.00 ($255,550.00) 

Operational 
Expense 

$1,012,583.00 $1,076,743.00  $ 64,160.00 

Debt 
Reduction Paid In Paid YTD Balance Due 

  
$ 22,326.00 $297,018.00 $1,758,819.00 

We have openings for 50 volunteers with FEED MY 
STARVING CHILDREN  on February 18th at 2:30-4:30 
pm in Sun City West. The goal of this event is to 
assemble 164,000 meals over the course of two days! 
Contact Marty Livingston or Jane Olson to volunteer. 
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Thank You to everyone that supported us during the illness 

and passing of Jacquelyn A. Huget. We are most grateful for 

your words of encouragement, acts of kindness and added 

prayers. George and Joyce Zoske, for the beautiful eulogy you 

offered at Jackie’s service. Pastor David Sivecz for your 

patience and assistance in planning the service and coming to 

the house when she passed. To Dr. James and Janet along 

with the ALC choir for the beautiful music and recessional 

that Jackie wanted. Most of all to Hospice of the Valley; your 

tender care of Jackie and effortless guidance in the dying 

process was a comfort to watch and be a part of. Thank you 

for being there for us. 

 

Suggested donations in memory of Jackie Huget are for 

continued support of the American Lutheran Church music 

ministry, Stephen ministry, debt reduction and/or Lutheran 

Social Services of the SW Valley. 

 

We Thank You ALL, 

Brian Huget and Pete & Rita Van Stelle 

Let me take the opportunity to say thank you for your 
generous memorial gifts in memory of my husband, Don 
Anderson. Your kindness means so much to me! 
 
I miss you all.  Life takes on a different spin as a single person 
but I am thriving and with God's help and my family, things 
will get better. "Today I will live in the moment - unless it's 
unpleasant in which case, I'll eat a cookie." 
 
Blessings and a Happy New Year to all at ALC.  
Violet Anderson 
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Would you like a ride to church on Sunday 
morning?  

The ALC Bus is available!  

Transportation for Wednesday Night Alive 
  

For information or to reserve your seat, call the 
church office at 623-974-2512. 
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